Rather the intent is to discuss how our current approach to academic promotion and tenure may be inadvertently stranding cardiovascular translational investigators in the "valley of death" (1) .
Over the past 30 years, the cardiovascular disciplines of basic and clinical research have emerged as distinct scientific entities, with distinct training and career pathways. These disciplines have journalistic homes, separate meetings, and well-delineated support mechanisms through funding agencies, such as the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, American Heart Association, and not-for-profit organizations. Unfortunately, as these scientific disciplines have matured, they have grown farther apart, which has made it increasingly hard for scientists in each field to communicate and learn from one other another. For many years, the pharmaceutical industry was able to serve as an effective bridge for the divide between these 2 disciplines; however, with the increasing expense of phase III trials required to 
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